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1. Introduction

Statistics on violence against women can help to indicate the scale of the problem, and
provide crucial information for policymakers and those formulating budgets. This paper
provides an overview of the data available in Annual Reports, statistical documents, and
parliamentary papers.

2. Challenges with accessing statistics on violence against women

Disaggregated information on sexual offences and domestic violence is not readily available
or accessible. Where information is available in Annual Reports, reporting across years
distorts data as different priority areas are focussed on. Thus, what is reported on in one year
may not be reported on in the next.

Regarding Domestic Violence, statistics are aimost impossible to access because Domestic
Violence is not in itself a crime category. However, according to the National Instructions
7/1999" relating to the implementation of the Domestic Violence Act 116 of 1998 in police
stations, all domestic violence incidents must be recorded in a Domestic Violence register.
Before the third working day of each month the station commissioner at each station must
submit a report to the area commissioner detailing the number of incidents of domestic
violence reported, the number of cases referred for counselling or medical support services,
the number of staff members trained on dealing with instances of domestic violence, and the
number of criminal case dockets opened and registered. Before the seventh working day of
each month this consolidated data must be sent from the area commissioner to the provincial
commissioner, and by the tenth working day, the provincial commissioner should send the
statistics to the divisional commissioner. Effectively what this means is that it should be
possible to access domestic violence statistics from the South African Police Services
{SAPS) monthly. However, the domestic violence register reports are not available anywhere
online, nor have they been referenced in the police statistics.

Statistics on sexual offences are reported on each year by the SAPS. These figures refiect
the number of cases reported to police stations. it is widely acknowledged that
underreporting of sexual offences is common, and that many women do not present at a
police station despite surviving a sexual offence. It is aimost impossible to track a single case
through the crimminal justice system, as at each peint of interaction the victim is issued with a

! The South African Police Services. The National Instructions 7/1 998, Domestic Violence, hitp.//iwww.llac.org.zafwp-
content/uploads/?012/02/national-instruction-domestic-violence-act.pdf
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77 897%

R559 000

R650 232

R800 000

*® Ibid.

7 Ibid.

® The National Prosecuting Authority (2012). Annual Report 2011/12.

'® The National Prosecuting Authority (2011). Annual Report 2010/11.

2 watson, J. (2012).

% Figures for 1 April 2011 — 31 Jan 2012.

2 Matthews, T (2012). Reviewing Domestic Violence and the South African Police Services. Parliament of the Republic
of South Africa.

% Of this 53 645 underwent a 5 Day Domestic Violence training Course, 18 547 underwent Domestc Violence training
programmes affer Basic Training, and 5§ 705 members underwent Victim Empowerment Training Programmes after Basic
Training.

2 watson, J. (2012).

% |bid.

% Ibid.

Research Unit | Statistics on Violence Against Women in South Africa, April 2013 3



107 Iudy 'EDLYY WINOS Ui USIIOA, ISURBY SDUSIO|A U0 SONSHELS | Huf youessay

(Z102Z) Aoyiny Buinoasold [euonen ayl o
(0102} Auoyiny Bunnoesold |euonen &y Ly
(6002) Muoyiny Bunnoasol 4 [BUOlEN 81 L,
(8002} Auoyiny Bupnossold jeuoneN syl
"(Z10z) Auoyny Bunnossold jeuoieN a8yl
(8002} Auoyny Bunnoasoid [euolieN 8yl .
(z102) Awouyiny Bupnossold [euonen sy, s
“wodal

[enuue ZL0z/1 102 841 Joj uieBe sonsnels ay; uo Bunsodas uibaq 0} ojge suem ABU} SNU) PUB ‘| LOZ UL 9SN OJU| SWBD 8L}
ul padojenep sem WL} Y °L LOZ/OLOZ PUB 0L0Z/600Z SIEek auy) 10} $oISRRlS U0 JPodal Jou pip snuy) pue ‘ssanoud Jasesd e
paau pinom sapspels aseu) uo Suiodal 1eu 3o} VAN SU) SHN0O SSOUSYO [BNXSS 8Y) pueqsIp 0} UoIsIoap ey Bumojiod .

x {papodas $30UBYO [ENXSS (B0} + (9 9|} 88S) USLUOM ISUIEDE POJJILULLIOD SBOUBYO [BNXAS JO JSGUINU) (UCHENIIED

(800z) Auoyiny Sunnoascid [guoneN ay L e

(800z) Auouyny Bunnoasoid |eucieN 8y L g

(01.02) Awoyny Bupnossold jeuonep ay _|_
£0C60Y E9A 181} poLoda) SaWLD JDBIUOD JO Jaguinu [BJO]
221 28¥ Lieak 1ey) pepiode) SOWLD 19BIU0D 0 JSgLUINU 210 1 ee
£S1LS0G -Jeak 12y} peuiodal SSWILID JOBJUOD JO Jaguinu |BJo _1_
G.GE0G ek Jeuy pauioder Sswud JOBJUOD JO JaGUIRU 210 1,
£G2606 eah 1ey] psuodal SsLULD J9BIUCD JO JBqLUNU |B10 L,

001 X [(peuodsas ygb ynesse jo Joguinu |Bjo) + paodal siapsnL payduene 40
Jequinu [e30} + pauodal sispinu JO JaquIny |210] + PRUCdal SYNESSE UOWWCD JO Jadunu 230} + PRHONes SeoUs)e [enxas
Jo Jagquinu fejo | ) + pepodal $a0USH0 |2NXas [B10 1] :Smojjc) SB pejejnofes sunbiy uuey AIpoq SNOASLB JLULLIOS O UonUSHUl

8Ul Yim JNESSE PUB JapInw pejdwisiie JapInll YNesse UOLLILIOD ‘S20USBH0 JENXaS SPNOUL SSLULD PRIRIRl JOBIIC) 62

0oL

'TLOZ/L 10T O S00Z/700C Yorep 0} [udy JOf YSH U 8edUY( [enxes je1o) (BZ10Z) SeOIMBS aDlj0d UBdUY LS 8y iz

%1 G0 - D%l 18 | %l 98 | 5%V 90
105 ¥ . - GES ¢ w188 2
698['6 2] = 80 19009 G 99998 14

SUON SUON- A 0g 79
whSLEL | o%ELEL | L%ETEL | %Pl | %EGTL
%CS 87 %L1 ¥S %¢cC8°C& %CL'Cy %60°6%
7LG _7 L 99 CEE 89 ¥LG 0L gL8 £9

S280U8}jo jenxas 104

Justiuostidw pue ‘sadualo [BNXSS JO} SUOIDIAUOD ‘SODUDYO |enxes paoday g a|gel

S9DUJJO |ENXSS UO BIRP d|qR]IBAY b




Figures
not clear
in AR

18405%

18128%

18040%

Figures
not clear
in AR

5. Available data on contact crimes against female adult victims: adult women 18

years or older

Table 6: Selected contact reported crime figures against women aged 18 and older®’

2544 2436 2 457 2 594 2 286 12 317
3016 2 966 3 008 2 842 2416 14 248
31 328 30124 36 093 35 820 31 299 164 664
94 286 91 390 94 176 80 956 87 191 456 999
64 084 61 509 62 143 60 630 57 345 305 711
195 258 188 425 197 877 191 842 180 537 | 953 939

6. Gender and age distribution: selected contact reported crime figures 2011/2012.
Proportion of selected contact crime™

Table 7: Selected contact crimes disaggregated by age and gender 2011/2012

2286 |14.6% |12530 |80.3% | 15609
758 51% |2416 [16.3% [11685 |78.6% |14 859
10 630 5.5% | 57345 |29.8% | 124676 |64.7% | 192651
| 12 645 7.0% | 87191 [48.0% 181834 |45.0% | 181670
25 862 40.1% |31299 |48.5% |7 353 11.4% |64 514
50688 10.8% | 180537 | 38.5% | 238078 |50.7% | 469303

“% The Department of Correctional Services (2008). Annual Report. 2007/2008
" The Department of Correctional Services (2012). Annual Report, 2011/12

2 Ihid.
9 thid.
% | bid.

*1 South African Police Services (2012Db).
*2 South African Police Services (2012b).
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Table 11: Total number of cases that interacted with the court system®

8. Discussion

Without clear statistics on domestic violence it is difficult o assess the scale of the problem.
Figures from the Domestic Violence register should be made publicly available, fo ensure

that additional resources (such as human capital and training) are allocated to the necessary
stations.

The low number of offenders in prison for sexual offences is of concern. Where figures are
available for three years (2007/2008, 2008/2009, and 2011/12), 10 923 convictions in sexual
offences were achieved by the National Prosecuting Authority. Yet, the figure in prisons
provided by the Depariment of Correctional Services reflects that not even double that
amount of offenders are in prison. This is worthy of further investigation.

To ensure that conviction rates do not become inflated, it is important to compare the number
of convictions to the number of cases opened. When this is done it indicates that many

reported cases of sexual violence do not ever result in a trial, and that those that do have a
small chance of conviction.

As an example, in. 2011/12 64514 sexual offences were reported to the police, yet only 6913
cases were finalised, with 4501 convictions. Thus when the number of cases that resulted in
convictions are compared to the number of cases reporied that year, it results an only 6.98%
conviction rate. The problem seems to occur in the huge disparity between the number of
cases reported and finalised in any one year.

When examined over the 2007 — 2011 period for which data on convictions and withdrawals
is available, the result is problematic. As is evident in Table 11, during that period 92161
cases were reported to have interacted with the courts in some way. Yet, between 2007/08
and the 2010/2011 crime statistical periods, 268 860 cases were reported to the police. It is

not clear what happened to the 176 699 cases that represent the difference between those
two figures.

%8 South African Police Services (2012¢).
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